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1.0 TLSB Response to NRW MLT WFD Cumulative Effects 
29 June 2015 and 17 June 2016 

1.1 Purpose of the document 

1.1.0.1 This document sets out Tidal Lagoon Swansea Bay’s (TLSB) response to Natural Resources 
Wales Marine Licencing Team (NRW MLT) Water Framework Directive Question raised 
within an email received on the 25 June 2015.  This document has been subsequently 
updated for submission on the 17 June 2016 as part of the Marine Licence application as 
requested by NRW MLT. 
 
NRW MLT Question: 

“As discussed the Marine Licensing Team request the submission of further information 
to inform to Water Framework Directive Assessment for the Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon 
Marine Licence.  

Please provide more information with regards to the potential cumulative impacts with 
Cardiff Tidal Lagoon, and if the information is available the Newport Lagoon (if the 
information is not available please highlight this).  

As guidance : 

Please provide information as to whether any of the assessments conducted to date 
indicate a potential pathway to the Swansea Bay Coastal Water Body and  Rivers Tawe 
and Neath, along with any potential in cumulative effects to the fish elements screened 
into the WFD assessment.  

For the Bristol Channel Outer North Waterbody please provide additional information as 
to any potential cumulative effects for the following WFD elements: 

 Benthic Invertebrates 

 Dissolved Inorganic Nitrogen 

 Dissolved Oxygen 

 Specific Pollutants 

 Depth Variation 

 Quality structure and substrate of coastal bed 

 Structure of intertidal zone.  

If it helps I’ve included an excerpt of the relevant section of the draft WFD assessment for 
the Marine Licence.” (Inset within Table 1.1 set out below) 

TLSB Response 
 

1.1.0.2 The TLSB Water Framework Directive (WFD) Compliance Assessment Report (TLSB, 
2014a) detailed the findings of the assessments undertaken for the proposed lagoon on 
its own and the potential cumulative effects with other plans or projects agreed as being 
considered as relevant at the time of submission of the application for Development 
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Consent Order and Marine Licence.  In summary, a potential for deterioration in status 
was identified for Swansea Bay coastal waterbody and an exemption under Article 4.7 for 
this waterbody was requested.  Following a review of any changes to status of 
waterbodies within the Western Wales River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) between 
Cycle 1 (2009 – 2015) and 2 (2015 – 2021), TLSB consider that the Project would not result 
in the deterioration of quality elements within any further waterbodies, other than those 
previously identified for the Swansea Bay coastal waterbody. In relation to the potential 
cumulative effects of TLSB, as identified in Section 3.5 (paragraph 3.5.0.11 onward) of the 
WFD Compliance Assessment Report (TLSB, 2014a), from the assessments undertaken 
with the ES, it was considered that the Project, together with any other plans or Projects 
(see Table 3.10 of the WFD Compliance Assessment Report, TLSB, 2014a), would not 
cause deterioration in the status of any waterbody under the WFD, or compromise the 
future achievement of the objectives.  Although, WFD assessment focuses on different 
parameters to the EIA, the assessment in the ES are considered sufficient to establish the 
absence of relevant interactions.   
 

1.1.0.3 This response has therefore focused on the potential cumulative effects of the proposed 
Tidal Lagoon Cardiff (TLC) together with TLSB as requested by NRW (MLT) by email on the 
25 June 2015.  TLC is at a very early stage of development as outlined in the Scoping 
Report submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on the 2 March 2015.  For example, the 
layout of the lagoon is subject to change, the location and number of turbine/sluice gate 
housings and the location of any sites for extraction or disposal of materials have yet to 
be confirmed.  These aspects have the potential to have a significant effect on the 
geographical extent and level of impact on environmental receptors.  As of the 17 June 
2016, the design of TLC is still subject to change and the layout and location of key 
structures has still not been confirmed.   

 
1.1.0.4 The potential for environmental effects was examined in this Scoping Report and a scope 

of works was proposed in order to further evaluate the significance of any effects and the 
geographical area in which they would potentially occur.  This scope of works proposed 
an approach to also consider cumulative and in-combination effects.  The scope of 
assessment proposed for TLC within the Scoping Report has yet to be finalised following 
receipt of the Scoping Opinion on the 10 April 2015 and ongoing discussions with 
Statutory Authorities being held as part of the Evidence Plan process proposed for TLC.  
As such, no detail is available for the significance of potential effects that may arise from 
TLC either when considering it as a stand-alone project or when it is considered together 
with any other plans or projects (which would include TLSB).  Figure 1.1 illustrates the 
current design of TLC as set out in the Scoping Report.  As of 17 June 2016, work is ongoing 
to examine the effects of TLC as a stand-alone Project and also to consider the potential 
cumulative effects of TLC together with TLSB and also a possible lagoon at Newport.  
Further studies and discussions regarding the scope of the cumulative assessment are 
also ongoing through the Evidence Plan process, for example, to confirm that the 
boundaries of coastal processes models are fit for purpose to examine cumulative effects.   
 

1.1.0.5 In relation to the WFD specifically, a WFD Screening Report is currently being prepared 
for TLC and this will identify waterbodies and the quality elements within those 
waterbodies that may potentially be affected by TLC.  This report will be submitted to the 
Statutory Authorities for consideration in the coming months and the scope of works for 
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assessment required under the WFD will be confirmed following this consultation 
process.  It is therefore not considered feasible at this stage to provide an evaluation of 
the potential effects of TLC on the status of any waterbody under the WFD, or whether 
TLC will compromise the future achievement of the objectives either on its own or in 
combination with any other plans or projects, including TLSB.  This work will be 
undertaken as part of the assessment for TLC and appropriate measures will be identified 
for any predicted effects as part of this process.  These measures will be identified in the 
Environmental Statement, Habitats Regulation Assessment and Water Framework 
Directive Assessment Compliance Report that will be submitted as part of the application 
for Development Consent Order and Marine Licence together with details of how these 
measures will be secured.  The assessments will meet the requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive, the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and the Habitats 
Directive.  On the 2 September 2015, a draft WFD Screening Document (TLC, 2015) was 
submitted to the Evidence Plan WFD/HRA/MCZ Expert Topic Group (ETG) for TLC and on 
the 22 September 2015, the WFD Group met to discuss the draft Screening Document.  
This draft Screening Document proposed waterbodies and relevant quality elements that 
would be included within the WFD compliance assessment that would be undertaken for 
TLC based on a potential zone of influence from preliminary coastal processes modelling 
on the layout of TLC which was current at the time of submission (as noted above, the 
design has since been amended and thus, the zone of influence is likely to change).  It 
was recognised that until the design of TLC has been fixed, the list of waterbodies and 
relevant quality elements could not be finally confirmed.  However, studies for EIA, HRA 
and WFD will be ongoing based on outputs from various key investigations including 
coastal processes and fish.  As yet, TLSB have not progressed with an update to the WFD 
Screening Document following the comments received from the WFD ETG and 
assessments in the specialist topics are ongoing guided by input from the various ETGs 
set up for TLC.   
 

1.1.0.6 As identified above, it is therefore not considered feasible to fully evaluate the potential 
effects on the status of WFD waterbodies for TLC when considered together with TLSB.  
However, the following table indicates where, at this stage of the TLC project 
development, potential effects may occur for parameters identified in the email of the 
25 June 2015 from NRW (MLT) (as presented above), which will be fully evaluated as part 
of the assessment for that project.   This table has therefore been presented without 
prejudice to further information that TLC may provide in relation to the ongoing 
development and assessment of the proposed lagoon.  As of 17 June 2016, the design 
for TLC has not been fixed, and as such, no further confirmed assessment information 
is available.  TLSB therefore consider that Table 1.1 cannot be updated in relation to 
potential for deterioration of the various waterbodies for cumulative effects of TLC 
considered with the tidal lagoon at Swansea at this time.   
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Table 1.1  Preliminary identification of likely potential cumulative effects between TLC and TLSB  
 
Note: Table provided by NRW MLT.  TLSB has completed column referring to potential for deterioration occurring as a result of cumulative impacts 
with other projects.   

 

 

  

Element 
Element 
Status 

Project activity 
potentially causing 
deterioration 

Assessment of deterioration 

Will 
deterioration 
occur as a 
result of the 
Project? 

Will deterioration occur as a result of 
Cumulative Impacts with other projects? 

Will the Project 
prevent achievement 
of GES/G 

Swansea Bay Coastal Waterbody 

All elements      

It has been predicted that there is a potential for 
deterioration of the quality elements of benthic 
invertebrates and the supporting 
hydromorphological conditions in Swansea Bay 
Coastal waterbody resulting from TLSB. TLSB 
support this conclusion based on the review of 
the Western Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 
data in relation to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Swansea Bay coastal waterbody 
so there will be no direct effects on the 
waterbody.   

Based on preliminary work reported in the TLC 
Scoping Report, including the initial high level 
modelling study carried out for the layout of TLC 
as reported in Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it 
is considered that there will be no effects 
resulting from TLC on any quality elements 
(phytoplankton; macroalgae; benthic 
invertebrates; dissolved inorganic nitrogen; 
dissolved oxygen; specific pollutants (Annex III); 
depth variation; quality, structure and substrate 
of coastal bed; structure of the intertidal zone; 
wave exposure; and direction of dominant 
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currents)  within the Swansea Bay coastal 
waterbody. 

If any potential effects on any quality elements 
within Swansea Bay coastal waterbody are 
subsequently identified as the assessment for 
TLC progresses, mitigation measures will be 
identified as part of the process and detailed 
within the required DCO and Marine Licence 
applications.   

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Neath Transitional Waterbody 

All elements (except 
migratory fish) 

     

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for quality elements within Neath Transitional 
waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB support this 
conclusion based on the review of the Western 
Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 data in relation 
to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Neath transitional waterbody so 
there will be no direct effects on the waterbody.   

Based on preliminary work reported in the TLC 
Scoping Report, including the initial high level 
modelling study carried out for the layout of TLC 
as reported in Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it 
is considered that there will be no effects 
resulting from TLC on any quality elements 
(phytoplankton; macroalgae; benthic 
invertebrates; dissolved inorganic nitrogen; 
dissolved oxygen; specific pollutants (Annex III); 
depth variation; quality, structure and substrate 
of estuarine bed; structure of the intertidal zone; 
wave exposure; and direction of dominant 
currents)  within the Neath transitional 
waterbody. 
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If any potential effects on any quality elements 
within the Neath transitional waterbody are 
subsequently identified as the assessment for 
TLC progresses, mitigation measures will be 
identified as part of the process and detailed 
within the required DCO and Marine Licence 
applications.   

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Migratory fish      

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the migratory fish quality element within the 
Neath Transitional waterbody resulting from 
TLSB.  TLSB support this conclusion based on the 
review of the Western Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and 
Cycle 2 data in relation to TLSB (TLSB, 2016) and 
the updated IBM modelling and alternative 
impact assessments carried out in 2016 on the 
fish predictions within the ES (as requested by 
NRW and CEFAS) as part of the Marine Licence 
application (various documents submitted by 
TLSB). 

The likely effect of the TLSB on the populations 
of migratory species of salmon, eel and lamprey 
within Swansea Bay and other waterbodies 
entering the Bay (including the Neath), has been 
assessed as minimal within Chapter 9 of the TLSB 
Environmental Statement (ES) (TLSB, 2014b) and 
no deterioration in status of the migratory fish 
quality element was predicted as part of the 
WFD assessment.  Mitigation measures to 
minimise the effects of construction and 
operation have been secured through the DCO, 
with specific requirements related to the 
Construction Environmental Management Plan 
(CEMP), Operational Environmental 
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Management Plan (OEMP) and Adaptive 
Environmental Management Plan (AEMP).   

At this stage of the development of TLC, the full 
extent of potential impacts on migratory fish is 
unknown.  As identified in the TLSB ES, it is 
considered that it is only stray fish from 
spawning populations of migratory fish within 
the Usk, Wye and Severn that may be affected by 
TLSB resulting from potential flow changes 
affecting olfactory trails.  As such, it is considered 
that the cumulative effects of TLC on populations 
of migratory fish entering the Neath as their 
natal river, are unlikely to be affected by the 
proposed development of TLC.  However, if any 
potential effects on migratory fish within the 
Neath transitional waterbody are subsequently 
identified as the assessment for TLC progresses, 
mitigation measures will be identified as part of 
the process and detailed within the required 
DCO and Marine Licence applications.   

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Tawe Transitional Waterbody 

All elements (except 
migratory fish) 

     

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for quality elements within the Tawe Transitional 
waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB support this 
conclusion based on the review of the Western 
Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 data in relation 
to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Tawe transitional waterbody so 
there will be no direct effects on the waterbody.   

Based on preliminary work reported in the TLC 
Scoping Report, including the initial high level 
modelling study carried out for the layout of TLC 
as reported in Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it 
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is considered that there will be no effects on any 
quality elements (phytoplankton; macroalgae; 
benthic invertebrates; dissolved inorganic 
nitrogen; dissolved oxygen; specific pollutants 
(Annex III); depth variation; quality, structure 
and substrate of estuarine bed; structure of the 
intertidal zone; wave exposure; and direction of 
dominant currents)  within the Tawe transitional 
waterbody. 

If any potential effects on any quality elements 
within the Tawe transitional waterbody are 
subsequently identified as the assessment for 
TLC progresses, mitigation measures will be 
identified as part of the process and detailed 
within the required DCO and Marine Licence 
applications.   

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Migratory fish      

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the migratory fish quality element within the 
Tawe Transitional waterbody resulting from 
TLSB.  TLSB support this conclusion based on the 
review of the Western Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and 
Cycle 2 data in relation to TLSB (TLSB, 2016) and 
the updated IBM modelling and alternative 
impact assessment carried out in 2016 on the fish 
predictions within the ES (as requested by NRW 
and CEFAS) as part of the Marine Licence 
application (various documents submitted by 
TLSB). 

The likely effect of the TLSB on the populations 
of migratory species of salmon, eel and lamprey 
within Swansea Bay and other waterbodies 
entering the Bay (including the Tawe), has been 
assessed as minimal within Chapter 9 of the TLSB 
Environmental Statement (ES) (TLSB, 2014b) and 
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no deterioration in status of the migratory fish 
quality element was predicted as part of the 
WFD assessment.  Mitigation measures to 
minimise the effects of construction and 
operation have been secured through the DCO, 
with specific requirements related to the CEMP, 
OEMP and AEMP.   

At this stage of the development of TLC, the full 
extent of potential impacts on migratory fish is 
unknown.  As identified in the TLSB ES, it is 
considered that it is only stray fish from 
spawning populations of migratory fish within 
the Usk, Wye and Severn that may be affected by 
TLSB.  As such, it is considered that the 
cumulative effects of TLC on populations of 
migratory fish entering the Tawe as their natal 
river, are unlikely to be affected by the proposed 
development of TLC.  However, if any potential 
effects on migratory fish within the Tawe 
transitional waterbody are subsequently 
identified as the assessment for TLC progresses, 
mitigation measures will be identified as part of 
the process and detailed within the required 
DCO and Marine Licence applications.    

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Bristol Channel Outer North Coastal Waterbody 

        

Biological Elements  Benthic 
Invertebrates  

Not 
assessed  

• maintenance dredging 
disposal;  
• lagoon seawalls 
(construction)  
• temp bund  
(construction)   
•disposal of dredged 
material only)  

Unsuitable material dredged during the 
construction phase of the Project and 
material dredged for maintenance purposes 
within the lagoon will be disposed of within 
the licenced disposal site within Bristol 
Channel Outer North waterbody. This site 
already receives dredged material from 
navigational channels within Swansea Bay 
and habitats and species present will be 

The Project 
(lagoon 
seawalls and 
maintenance 
dredge) will 
not cause 
deterioration 
in the 
benthic 

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the benthic invertebrate quality element 
within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB support this 
conclusion based on the review of the Western 
Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 data in relation 
to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 
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subject to disturbance. In a worst case 
scenario, approximately 800,000m³ of 
dredged material may be unsuitable for use 
in the Project and thus require disposal at 
the licenced disposal ground.  

  
The coastal processes assessment described 
in Chapter 6 of the ES identifies that 
increased deposition during sediment 
disposal is predicted to be primarily 
constrained to the area surrounding the 
spoil ground. Chapter 6 also identifies that 
Predicted effects on hydrodynamics, waves 
and sediment transport processes during 
the operation phase are predicted to be 
primarily constrained to the Swansea Bay 
region. As a result, no significant effects are 
predicted for the offshore region, including 
the Kenfig SAC provided the appropriate 
mitigation is secured in the Marine Licence. 
It is predicted that there will be no change 
to the baseline scenario for benthic 
invertebrates as a result of the Project  

invertebrate 
status of the 
Bristol 
Channel 
Outer North 
waterbody 
under the 
WFD  

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody so there will be no direct 
effects on the waterbody.   

Based on initial high level modelling studies 
carried out for the layout of TLC as reported in 
Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it is considered 
that water level and flow changes may be 
experienced within the Bristol Channel Outer 
North coastal waterbody as a result of TLC with 
subsequent effects on sediment accretion and 
erosion.  However, the geographical extent and 
level of resulting impact on benthic invertebrates 
is not known at this stage and thus no evaluation 
can be carried out of the potential cumulative 
effects of TLC together with TLSB.  If potential 
effects on status are identified as part of the 
assessment to be undertaken for TLC as a 
standalone project and/or cumulatively with 
other projects or plans, measures will be 
identified within the required DCO and Marine 
Licence applications. 

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Physico-chemical 
elements 

Dissolved 
Inorganic 
Nitrogen 

    

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the physico-chemical quality element within 
the Bristol Channel Outer North coastal 
waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB support this 
conclusion based on the review of the Western 
Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 data in relation 
to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody so there will be no direct 
effects on the waterbody.   
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Based on initial high level modelling studies 
carried out for the layout of TLC as reported in 
Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it is considered 
that water level and flow changes may be 
experienced within the Bristol Channel Outer 
North coastal waterbody as a result of TLC.  
However, the geographical extent and level of 
resulting impact on dissolved inorganic nitrogen 
is not known at this stage and thus no evaluation 
can be carried out of the potential cumulative 
effects of TLC together with TLSB.  However, it is 
considered that due to the dispersive nature of 
the estuary, any potentially significant water 
quality effects will be limited in geographical 
extent.  If potential effects on status are 
identified as part of the assessment to be 
undertaken for TLC as a standalone project 
and/or cumulatively with other projects or plans, 
measures will be identified within the required 
DCO and Marine Licence applications 

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Dissolved Oxygen     

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the physico-chemical quality element within 
the Bristol Channel Outer North coastal 
waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB support this 
conclusion based on the review of the Western 
Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 data in relation 
to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody so there will be no direct 
effects on the waterbody.   

Based on initial high level modelling studies 
carried out for the layout of TLC as reported in 
Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it is considered 
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that water level and flow changes may be 
experienced within the Bristol Channel Outer 
North coastal waterbody as a result of TLC.  
However, the geographical extent and level of 
resulting impact on dissolved oxygen is not 
known at this stage and thus no evaluation can 
be carried out of the potential cumulative effects 
of TLC together with TLSB.  However, it is 
considered that due to the dispersive nature of 
the estuary, any potentially significant water 
quality effects will be limited in geographical 
extent.  If potential effects on status are 
identified as part of the assessment to be 
undertaken for TLC as a standalone project 
and/or cumulatively with other projects or plans, 
measures will be identified within the required 
DCO and Marine Licence applications 

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Specific 
Pollutants 

    

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the physico-chemical quality element within 
the Bristol Channel Outer North coastal 
waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB support this 
conclusion based on the review of the Western 
Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 data in relation 
to TLSB (TLSB, 2016) 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody so there will be no direct 
effects on the waterbody.   

Based on initial high level modelling studies 
carried out for the layout of TLC as reported in 
Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it is considered 
that water level and flow changes may be 
experienced within the Bristol Channel Outer 
North coastal waterbody as a result of TLC.  
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However, the geographical extent and level of 
resulting impact on specific pollutants is not 
known at this stage and thus no evaluation can 
be carried out of the potential cumulative effects 
of TLC together with TLSB.  However, it is 
considered that due to the dispersive nature of 
the estuary, any potentially significant water 
quality effects will be limited in geographical 
extent.  If potential effects on status are 
identified as part of the assessment to be 
undertaken for TLC as a standalone project 
and/or cumulatively with other projects or plans, 
measures will be identified within the required 
DCO and Marine Licence applications 

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Hydromorphological 
elements 

Depth Variation     

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the hydromorphological supporting quality 
elements within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB 
support this conclusion based on the review of 
the Western Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 
data in relation to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody so there will be no direct 
effects on the waterbody.   

Based on initial high level modelling studies 
carried out for the layout of TLC as reported in 
Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it is considered 
that water level and flow changes may be 
experienced within the Bristol Channel Outer 
North coastal waterbody as a result of TLC with 
subsequent effects on sediment accretion and 
erosion.  However, the geographical extent and 
level of resulting impact on depth variation is not 
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known at this stage and thus no evaluation can 
be carried out of the potential cumulative effects 
of TLC together with TLSB.  If potential effects on 
status are identified as part of the assessment to 
be undertaken for TLC as a standalone project 
and/or cumulatively with other projects or plans, 
measures will be identified within the required 
DCO and Marine Licence applications 

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Quality, structure 
and substrate of 
coastal bed 

    

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the hydromorphological supporting quality 
elements within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB 
support this conclusion based on the review of 
the Western Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 
data in relation to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody so there will be no direct 
effects on the waterbody.   

Based on initial high level modelling studies 
carried out for the layout of TLC as reported in 
Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it is considered 
that water level and flow changes may be 
experienced within the Bristol Channel Outer 
North coastal waterbody as a result of TLC with 
subsequent effects on sediment accretion and 
erosion.  However, the geographical extent and 
level of resulting impact on the quality, structure 
and substrate of the coastal bed is not known at 
this stage and thus no evaluation can be carried 
out of the potential cumulative effects of TLC 
together with TLSB.  If potential effects on status 
are identified as part of the assessment to be 
undertaken for TLC as a standalone project 
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and/or cumulatively with other projects or plans, 
measures will be identified within the required 
DCO and Marine Licence applications 

As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

Structure of 
intertidal zone 

    

It has been predicted that there would be no 
potential effects likely to result in deterioration 
for the hydromorphological supporting quality 
elements within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody resulting from TLSB.  TLSB 
support this conclusion based on the review of 
the Western Wales RBMP Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 
data in relation to TLSB (TLSB, 2016). 

There will be no development components of 
TLC within the Bristol Channel Outer North 
coastal waterbody so there will be no direct 
effects on the waterbody.   

Based on initial high level modelling studies 
carried out for the layout of TLC as reported in 
Chapter 8 of the Scoping Report, it is considered 
that water level and flow changes may be 
experienced within the Bristol Channel Outer 
North coastal waterbody as a result of TLC with 
subsequent effects on sediment accretion and 
erosion.  However, the geographical extent and 
level of resulting impact on the structure of the 
intertidal zone is not known at this stage and 
thus no evaluation can be carried out of the 
potential cumulative effects of TLC together with 
TLSB.  If potential effects on status are identified 
as part of the assessment to be undertaken for 
TLC as a standalone project and/or cumulatively 
with other projects or plans, measures will be 
identified within the required DCO and Marine 
Licence applications 
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As the design for TLC has not been fixed, no 
further confirmed assessment information is 
available as of 17 June 2016. 

 

 


